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THE GOSPEL AND OUR CULTURE
An Informal Network For Encouraging the Encounter

Bishop Lesslie Newbigin's recent writings have raised the issue of the
Gospel's missionary encounter with Western culture in a way which has
gripped many of us and sharpened our sensitivity to this most urgent
contemporary calling. What The Other Side of 1984 did for the churches
of England, Foolishness to the Greeks has begun to do for us in the USA.
Newbigin has directed what we have learned about Gospel and culture
encounters elsewhere to the situation in our own culture.

At the recent Ecumenical Mission Consultation co-sponsored by the
NCCC({USA) Division of Overseas Ministries and the U.S. Catholic Mission
Association there was great interest in carrying forward the sort of
project Bishop Newbigin has opened up. One of the four sectors of the
consultation was given over to the "The encounter between faith and
modern western culture and its impact on mission.” In addition, several
informal conversations were held with Bishop Newbigin and Dr. Dan Beeby,
an associate of his from England@ who directs a program for the British
Council of Churches designed to foster the encounter in the life of the
churches there. We wanted to explore ways in which we might 40 the sane
here. In one of those meetings, a half dozen of us committed ourselves
to establish an informal network to:

1. Link together people who share a. sense of the missionary
importance of the encounter of the Gospel and Western
culture and are engaged in some way in cultivating
that encounter,

2. Exchange information about where and how these issues
are being raised and wrestled with so that we can
mutually encourage each other.

3. Explore ways ir which we might highlight and foster
the encounter through joint action.

At the outset we committted ourselves to a periodic newsletter to share
information and begin to facilitate the formation of the network. It
was agreed that I would gather information from all of you and compile
each edition of “the occasional (hopefully at least quarterly) news-
letter. Jim Cogswell agreed to handle the copying and mailing out of
his office at the National Council of Churches. So, send me a note
about anything you wish for the network to know about, think about, or
consider doing. You might mention helpful resources, forums you know
about where these issues are being discussed, possibilities for joint
action, etc. Send them to:

Dr. George R. Hunsberger
Belhaven College

1500 Peachtree St.
Jackson, MS 39202

(601) 968-5961, 922-2663

So far, about forty people have asked to receive this newsletter, inclu-
ding over thirty participants at the Ecumenical Consultation. Others
are welcome to have their names added, if they desire. We are seeking
to share information widely among people who are working at the implica-
tions of the Gospel's encounter with Western culture. However, we are
not seeking to create a large mailing list for general distribution at
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this time. We wish to tie together folks who will join us in exploring
ways to foster and enrich this discussion. Now on to some preliminary
items of information!

DR. BILL O'BRIEN, Executive Vice President for the Southern Baptist
Foreign Missions Board, indicates a great deal of interest in these
issues in various places around the country. His recent travels have
brought him intoc contact withs groups in Chicago, in New Haven, and at
Harvard, which are giving serious attention to Western culture from the
perspective of Christian faith. Bill is also connected with a small
group of young Southern Baptist pastors who have their Ph.D.'s and
continue to grapple with critical issues in modern culture. They meet
on a reqular basis and have lately given special attention to Foolish-
ness to the Greeks.

BILL O'BRIEN has raised the idea of producing an appropriately edited
video cassette recording of Bishop Newbigin's presentation of his
thesis. Lectures given in Salisbury, England, were taped, according to
Dr. Dan Beeby, Director of "The Gospel and Our Culture" program of the
British Council of Churches. But the recording cannot be traced. The
Warfield Lectures at Princeton in 1984 (the text of which comprises
Foolishness to the Greeks) were recorded on audio cassettes, not on
video. Anyone who knows of any of Newbigin's recent addresses which
have been video taped could assist tremendously by informing Bill, at 308
Monument Ave., P.0. Box 6767, Richmond, VA 23230. Bill will work on
editing and producing a video if we can find (or facilitate?) some
video-taped material.

NEWBIGIN'S 1984 WARFIELD LECTURES are available for purchase through the
Audio-Visual Center, Princeton Theéological Seminary, CN 821, Princeton,
NJ 08542. There are six tapes, sold for about $3.50 each ($21.00 for
the set).

MR. JIM RENICK, in his consulting work through World Mission Associates,
specializes in evangelistic strategies for mission work conducted in
western Europe. He has focused especially on the challenge of express-
ing the Gospel in the midst of secularized western culture. He has
found Newbigin to be a helpful voice in atriculating the nature of that
encounter. He plans to highlight Newbigin's work in a seminar he is
leading at the upcoming URBANA STUDENT MISSIONS CONVENTION. I will be
on hand at the seminar, as well, to talk further with people interested
in Newbigin's thinking.

Many people, Bishop Newbigin included, have seen the correspondence
between his analysis of western culture and that of ALAN BLOOM in the
best-selling The Closing of the American Mind. It seems to many of us to
be an important focus for discussion and response. What connections are
there between Newbigin's and Bloom's assessments and visions? What
disparities emerge? Does Newbigin provide prescriptively what Bloom
says is needed? What do you think? A Number of thoughtful responses to
Bloom may be one way to raise these important issues in and for the
North American churches. Let's share our reflections.

GROUP STUDY GUIDE. The encounter of faith with western culture is both
an intellectual and philosophical task, and a pastoral one. The
pastoral question concerns ways to care for Christian believers who live
in the culture and experience its tugs, pressures, and intimidations.
The British program has shared with us a manuscript entitled "Another
Way of Looking." It was prepared as a syllabus for a "Group Study
Course in Evangelism” by John de Wit, a pastor in Birmingham, England.
It is being tried in various congregations there to gain feedback for
further refinement. Dan Beeby asks whether there might be churches here

-2 -



December, 1987 No. 1

interested in doing the same. The study guides a discussion of nine
secular assumptions, which are:

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

6.
7.
8.
9.

Contact

Only Scientific or Factual Knowledge is Real Knowledge.

Statements of Belief are never to be trusted.

Beliefs are all equally valid, but Religious Beliefs
should remain private.

The Good Life is characterised by Possessions. .

Long Life, Happiness, Health and Freedom from Pain
are normal expectations.

People can do everything and know everything: their
expectations of themselves are infinite.

There is no such thing as Sin.

This life is the only cone.

Belief in God is no longer necessary.

me for a copy of the guide if you are interested.

Until I hear from you and pass the word arcund again,

Geor%berger %
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